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To lead on the Council’s policies around Climate change, carbon reduction and sustainable 
growth, to develop a policy on bio-diversity, raising community awareness and working 
collaboratively on policy objectives. 

 Policies, Plans and Strategies 

 Air Quality Strategy and action plan 

 Active Travel Strategy and action plan 

 Climate Change Policy and Action Plan 

 Parks and Open Spaces Strategy 

 Key Areas 

 Air Quality Management Plans 

 Leisure, Public Realm, (Parks and Open Spaces (Including cemeteries, trees, 
woodland and playground improvement) 

 Carbon Reduction and Active Travel 

 Biodiversity 

 

Leisure, Public Realm, (Parks and Open Spaces (Including cemeteries, trees, 
woodland and playground improvement)  
 
Parks and Open Spaces 

The Locality Team are continuing to work with Friends and Community Group across the 
district and recognise the enormous difference these volunteers make to our parks and open 
spaces.  

The Fellside forum raked Kendal Fell after the annual grass cut and most of this green waste 
has been left on the fell as compost in appropriate areas or taken for composting.  

Friends of Nobles Rest have sourced 20 trees from a local grower to be planted in Swine 
Parrock which has been devastated by Storm Arwen. They have also purchased 12 heavy 
standard trees of various species to be planted in the Park at the end of November. This was 
funded by a Postcode Lottery grant.  They are also bulb planting by the main entrance and 



along the banks towards Low Fell side. They have now planted all of these trees and beds. 
Together with Continental Landscapes they have prepared the area for the next season. 

A small allotment site is being created at High Fieldside in Grasmere for the residents of the 
estate. The 8 plots will only be available for residents and they will manage the site with 
support from the Locality Team. They have extra funding to install water butts from the Co-
op and have full support from the Grasmere Village Society. Works starts on this 28 
November 2022.  The allotments are now complete and the residents have begun working 
on them and managing the site between themselves. 

Ambleside Action for a Future (AAFAF) have been working in Rothay Park, nurturing Oak 
saplings to encourage growth and have arranged a work party to protect the saplings and 
plant additional trees. They have a MIND group who will assist with this task. Trees have 
also been donated from the EA on the flood scheme to Fletcher Park which will be planted 
by the Friends Group. This project is complete and a press release has been sent out. 

SLDC are working closely with the EA on the plans for Beezon Fields - Mintsfeet and 
Gooseholme to ensure we have a planting scheme and natural play suitable for all park 
users. There is ongoing consultation with EA as to works on SLDC land. 

Locality are also working with the Town Council, Kendal Conservation Volunteers and Civic 
Society to improve interactive trails in Serpentine Woods, repairing the Alphabet trail, 
creating a wildlife trail and Orienteering routes. Wild flowers planted on Kendal Green funded 
by Town Council on SLDC land. Work is continuing in Serpentine Woods, working closely 
with volunteers and other parties. 

Murley Moss playground has been developed from a playground to a community garden to 
reduce Anti-Social Behaviour. One tenant is working with the rest of the neighbours to create 
a pleasant space for the community, supported by SLDC who are providing materials. 

Windermere and Bowness Civic society have provided money for wild flower and perennial 
planting on the top bank to be carried out week commencing 20th March 2023. 

We are working to determine ‘no-mow’ areas to reduce mowing of land where it is not 
necessary. 

 

Playgrounds 

The tender for Owlett Ash playground in Milnthorpe has just closed and Officers are 
evaluating the submissions and it is anticipated that work will start in March and the 
playground will be open in the spring. The play assets review is continuing and 
improvements are being made to Moorside Play area, Flookburgh, Chambers Close, Kendal 
and Easedale, Grasmere.  Further consultation will take place in the Mill Beck /Mill Rise 
areas of Windermere to improve the play facilities. Work is due to start shortly to create a 
new accessible playground and offer better value. 

Work on the Grange promenade playground will hopefully start in spring 2023, plans have 
been in place for some time as this current playground is deteriorating fast and several items 
have had to be removed or safety reasons. It is hoped to be open in time for the summer 
holidays. 

Parkplay is becoming very popular in Lightburn Park – a free play opportunity for children of 
all ages.  Currently they have around 20 participants every Saturday.  This will be starting at 
Sandylands in Kendal very soon. This is run by Active Cumbria with support from SLDC. 
SLDC are looking for a leader for the Sandylands site, before it can begin at this site. 

 

Trees and Woodland 



Ash Dieback work has been carried out over the past few months with hazardous trees 
being felled to remove the risk to residents and site users. Trees which are in the early 
stages of Ash Dieback will be monitored into 2023 to ensure that, as the disease progresses, 
felling can be programmed in a prompt manner. On the rare occasions Ash trees show no or 
few symptoms, they are retained and monitored as potentially resilient trees. 

Kendal Flood Scheme tree removal works have taken place at SLDC owned sites at 
Gooseholme. Tree planting works at Beezon Fields has been completed by the Environment 
Agency and Kendal Conservation Volunteers. 

Elsewhere replacement tree planting has been carried out on Kendal Green, Briarigg and 
Esthwaite Avenue in Kendal, Rothay Park in Ambleside, the ornamental Gardens in Grange 
and Glebe Gardens in Bowness. This work replaces trees the council have had to fell due to 
risk of harm or disease. 

 

Carbon Reduction in the Council  

 

The Council’s Climate Change Policy and Action Plan seeks to deliver a carbon neutral 
Council by 2030. Whilst South Lakeland will no longer exist post April 2023, it is vital that 
South Lakeland’s commitment to climate change is reflected in the new authority. 
Greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions as a council are decreasing in the 2022/23 calendar year. 
So far, up until September, emissions from council buildings are 22% lower than this point 
last year. This decrease can be attributed to a reduction in energy usage from SLDC’s two 
leased Leisure Centre’s, with GLL implementing energy efficiency measures. Also, 
significant carbon reductions have been found at South Lakes House with the Lowther Street 
boiler being decommissioned. A small general reduction in energy usage is being seen 
across the Council’s estate. Transport emissions are staying stable due to continued Waste 
service usage. 

To address emissions from energy and buildings, the Assets Team have undertaken a 

programme of energy efficiency measures including insulation, upgrades to LED and have a 

planned heat decarbonisation project at Ferry Nab. Last year, the Climate Action Project 

Team engaged with building managers on how to reduce emissions with a set of advice and 

measures recommended. This has all contributed to the reduction in emissions seen in the 

council’s estate. 

Another large source of emissions for South Lakeland District Council is transport emissions 

from its operational fleet. After the purchase of the first electric vehicle on the fleet in 2022, 

the council is looking to continue exploring options to decarbonise the fleet. A joint working 

approach has been adopted moving forward, with the formation of the Fleet Decarbonisation 

Officer Working Group. Made up of officers from the depot, the Assets and Delivery team 

and the Climate Change Action Team, this group will work to improve systems and 

processes and research the EV market to enable a quicker and smoother transition to a low-

carbon fleet. The Council has commissioned a piece of work to assess the viability of the 

Canal Head site for EV infrastructure, now and in the future. 

The SLDC SOSCI EV charging scheme is now complete. The council has installed 24 22kW 

chargers into our car parks including South Lakeland House, Library Road Kendal, Redbank 

Road Grasmere and Buxton Place Ulverston.  These charge points are now available for 

public use, they will support a 2-3 hour charge time for a vehicle and is our first step in 

providing EV infrastructure to our residents. 

A big part of reducing emissions in an organisation is organisational culture and 

engagement. After Carbon Literacy was delivered in 2021, the Climate Action team has built 

on this with their Climate Change Challenge. Directly engaging up to 40 employees and 



indirectly many more, this internal staff competition has led to some great action and stories. 

We’ve had over 100 lavender plants handed out to staff, teams reducing emissions from 

food, one team setting up a new compost bin at Parkside cemetery and a lot of engagement 

on the staff SharePoint.  

Carbon Reduction in the District 

The Council’s Climate Change Action Plan seeks to enable and deliver a carbon neutral 

South Lakeland District by 2037 by leading and encourage others to take action around 

climate change. The work in the community to tackle Climate Change has continued and is 

growing its scope and ambition. 

The Council has recently been successful in their application for Innovate UK’s pathfinder 

places project. A Council led partnership with Cumbria Action for Sustainability (CAfS), 

University of Cumbria and 8 local businesses has received £75,000 to conduct a feasibility 

study which will explore barriers to net zero in a rural area. This is Phase 1 of the pathway 

places project and the Council hopes it will be able to pursue Phase 2, a potential 2 to 5 

million pound project, as part of Westmorland and Furness Council. 

The Council’s 2022/23 funding agreement with Cumbria Action for Sustainability (CAfS) is 

coming to an end.  The Solar Made Easy project in Kendal and Arnside has proved 

successful so far with over 150 sign ups, which will support our residents in installing solar 

panels affordably. CAfS has delivered its tailored one-to-one support to over 10 businesses 

in South Lakeland. Involved in this support has been a scoping study to help the business 

understand their impacts and opportunities, an energy audit, sector specific support or 

referral to programmes like Charge While You Sleep or My Green Butler and additional 

offers of paid support going forward. The funding the Council has granted to CAfS, has 

allowed them to explore a unique partnership with green small business. 

As part of its Green Transport ambitions the Council is working to provide EV infrastructure 

to its residents, and as well as the 24 chargers going into SLDC Car Parks, SLDC are part of 

Cumbria Wide partnership aiming to ‘turbo-charge’ EV Charging infrastructure in the county. 

SLDC are an active member of this consortium. This consortium has recently received £1.7 

million funding from the LEVI scheme. This project aims to provide up to 900 chargers 

across Cumbria, including over 150 in South Lakeland. 

The Council is also committed to ensuring we transition to a low-carbon district in an 

equitable way, by tackling growing fuel poverty and supporting our community in ensuring 

their homes are energy efficient. SLDC have been part of a Cumbria consortium in the 

Green Homes Grant known as LAD2 to install various insulation and low carbon heating 

measures to residents who may be vulnerable to fuel poverty or have homes that are energy 

inefficient. The LAD2 project has delivered 51 measures in 28 homes in South Lakeland. 

This was below expected measures, which was predominantly due to supplier issues and 

timescales. 

SLDC also joined the Cumbria consortium to deliver the next retrofit housing scheme called 

Sustainable Warmth, which consists of LAD3 (on-grid gas properties) and HUG1 (off-grid 

gas properties). The consortium successfully received nearly £25 million of funding to 

address fuel poverty and improve energy efficiency in at least 200 properties in South 

Lakeland. So far the scheme has installed 96 measures and with a deadline extension until 

September 2023, more installations will be able to take place. 

In January 2023, the Cumbria Consortium have again been successful in applying for the 

Home Upgrade Grant known as HUG2. The consortium was awarded £12.4 million to retrofit 



off-grid homes that are typically more challenging to install energy saving measures in. The 

scheme will start on the 1st April 2023 and will end in March 2025, aiming to retrofit 100 

homes in South Lakeland or 300 homes in Westmorland and Furness. 

While it’s important to provide for residents directly through our projects and agreements, 

SLDC also recognises the importance of enabling and supporting Parish and Town Councils 

in their own sustainability journey. In recent months the Climate Action Project Team have 

been exploring how best to build on the success of the Greening Campaign, which took 11 

parish and town councils through a process design to enable councils to help households 

reduce their carbon footprint and engage with sustainability. The Climate Action team have 

been supporting certain Parish councils in the area of EV charge points where 

towns/parishes have sought advice on how to go about an EV charge point project.  

As part of an approach hoping to build on the Greening campaign and enable town and 

parish councils, SLDC have launched a Town and Parish Council Climate Change toolkit in 

partnership with ACT, CALC and CAfS which is designed to provide best practice advice and 

direct councils to where they can receive support going forward.  

Biodiversity 

The Council is planning for the implementation of Biodiversity Net Gain through a 

commission led by Cumbria County Council to prepare for Net Gain. This commission 

includes considering how Net Gain can provide local nature opportunities and also how the 

council’s development management function can be prepared for the new regulations in 

Autumn 2023. 

Our volunteers and friends groups on our various parks are a great resource to help the 
Council improve the Biodiversity of our land and to raise the awareness of Biodiversity in the 
community. To further enable this work and to provide more options and guidance to current 
and potential friends groups we have recently produced a nature in the community guide for 
Parish Councils and community groups to consider nature activities and projects for their local 
area. 
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